i ws At 
_ - London, ‘Dec. 30.” 
Flames, shootipgr to” a 
eight of ten, 
middle of London's financial 
centre, antly b 
damaged gaq.mains, provided | 
a thrilling spectacle-to-dify.” 


City workers. were’ startled, 
and scuttled, to the. comparative 
safety of doorways and adjoin- 
ing promises, this morning when 
the ‘sound .of a’ terrific. explot 
‘gion camo from g manhb!e in 
Throgmorton .Avenue, which -is 
the heart of City finance, 


The oxplosioniWas followed 
by five others af different man- ° 
holea in quick ruccersion, and: 
immediately.“ | °' afterwards, 

mes ahot up from dana 
parts of the roads, ronr 
continuously. : 


A portion of the pavement and 

_ the road were torn up hy ‘the ex- 
plostons and-nome of the windows 
in the atrect. waa smpahinds Jun! 


Traffic Stopped. 


Authority soon had the aitua- 
tion in control, The street was 
closed to trafic and firemen were 
on the acene fighting the flames. 


Eventually, one of the manholes 
was opened and entered Ino an 
effort .to. trace the source of the 
escape, and the flames were finally 
extinguished after a blaze lasting 
for two and a half hours. 


ie 


No Casualties. 


There. were nu casualties despite 
the fact that large crowds were in 
Throgmorton Avenue on their way 
to their offlces when the explo- 
sions occurred. : 

The affair wos somewhat similar 
ty that which occurred: in High 
Holborn about twelve months ago. 


EASIER. 


‘HONGKONG DOLLAR 
UNCHANGED. 


. Silver is unchanged in London 
for spot, but is down 1/Bth for 
‘forward delivery. © Small-busincss 
is reported, with the market quict. 
* Thero is a decline of 1/8th in 
New York, while the cross-rate hag 
also dropped a‘little. the quotation 
‘being 3.39, 


The Hongkong dollar remains un- 


changed, but the market is alight- 
ly easter, with practicnlly nothing 
_ doing. 


NOTED JOURNALIST 
SINKING. - 


MANCHESTER GUARDIAN 
GOVERNOR. 


. ' . London, Dec, 80. 
Mr. C. “P. Scott, Governing 
‘Director of the Manchester Guar- 
dian, who is lying seriously i at 
hia Manchester homu, wis report- 
- weaker to-day.-—Britiah, Wire- 
one. : 8 


‘SIGNALLING OUT 
193k. 


-FROM ‘OBSERVATORY 
" ‘TO-NIGHT, 


Tho 9 p.m, time alynal will be 
vopeated on the Obnervatory 
wireless mast at.midnight to-night, 
Tho Jaat alanal wil 

lose of 1081,. 


a! 


t 
i Indlento the whi 


NE RILLE B® 


: “IN 


f in the _, F 
up fed constantly ‘by *: 


ANTI-FASCIST. 


elieved.to be respa 


at tht: Post Offipe'za 
-day when one ‘ 


4 vania,\ 


two were seriously : in 


The explosions ‘occu: 
packages addreised from ] 


~ Pittsburg omongst others. 


Italian C 


Seven packages were loft at 
Kaston Post Office by two men 
who departed hurriedly, One 
Wis addressed. to the Itulian Con- 
sul-General in New York, one to 
the Conaulate at Pittsburgh, and 


{Papers in Now York. 
i : 


Officials were suspicions be- 
cnuse of recent events ond were 
examining the  prreela when 
one of them exploded, killing 
one of the officials instantly. 

Another official, 
nearby, had both his 
blown off. 


arms 


A second parcel exploded while 
lit was being examined in the open 
‘ade by a dynanite expert, who 
‘was seriously injured, ‘ 


Two Suspects Caught. 


The police soon afterwards iar. 
rested two New York Italians, 
iwho were reported to have been 
seen leaving the vicinity of the 
Post Office nt about the time of 
the explosion. 


The police believe that the 
affair wns the result of a plot 
by anti-Fascists alming at mur- 
dering u.. number of Italian 
financiers, journalists — and 
diplomats’ in the United States, 


it is feared that similar bomb- 
parcels may have been despatched 
from other cities and the Post 
Office has been ordered to give 


‘careful surveillance to all mails. 
i 


Special Guards, 


Meanwhile every possible step js 
being. taken to protect the Ives 


of those threntened. The police 
: 


explosion of two postal pa: 8, cont 
Oe is supposed, ‘bombs or infernal machines, 


Lac ingeeoudh Series of -anti-Wagniat 
fines pares of America 


others to the eeveral foreign news: | 


standing | 


‘Easton, Pennsy}- 
cial was killed: and 
asa result of 1 
ges, containing, 


jur 


ed, ‘among’ a. batch OF seven 
aston ‘to thé Igslian Consul- 


fi 


General in New York and the -Italian Consulate at 


peotutied in’ 
ombing of the 
ong them, and 
further mani- 


a 


sae 


PORTUGAL OFF 
‘GOLD. 


/CURRENCY LINK: 
WITH POUND. 


. . Lisbon Dee. 30. 

The Government has issued 
a decree suspending the gold | 
standard and, for all practical 
purposes, linking Portuguese 
currency with sterling. 
The deeree sugpends until April 
(30, the convertibility of Portu- 
guese banknotes inte gold, but 
maintaining their convertibility 
into sterling drafts on London at 
4 par rate of 110.—Reufter. 


have posted special guards at . the 
homes of the intended victims and 
ut the threatened Consulates. 
; Later. 
Nine men and two women 
have now been arrested on 
suspicion of complicity in the 
outrage. 


Revenge for Heavy Sentence. 

It is thought that the plot may 
have been due to the. strong feel- 
ing aroused in anti-Fasclst circles 
by the sentence of two years’ Im- 
prisonment passed upon o young 
Italian who shouted imprecations 
ut Signor Grandi, the Italian 
Foreign Minister, when he was 
passing through Philadelphia —re- 
cently.—Renter's American Sere 
tiee, | 


| British People 


Practical Patriotism 


London, Dec, 30. 


'-Heavy instalments of Income 
Tax, totalling some two-hundred 
million pounds, ara due,for pay- 
ment next month ‘andthe . au- 
thorities express dence that 
the money will 

bofore the énd 

year, March } 


{ables hava -al 


and the Crisis. 


Shown in Voluntary 


Gifts to the Treasury. - 


.Surtax payers have ‘in some 
cases, added gifts to the payments 
which they have mado in advance. 

Voluntary gifts of money, rang- 
Ing from the trival sim of, fifteen 
pence up ta hundreds -of pounds, 
have been sent to the — Tronsury 
and. jrifts Jn Kind. consisting - ‘of 
Pleces. of jewellery .and othor ‘value 
so "basi: racelved.: 

* Reyenue atuthorities,atate that 
no .suchdemonatration “of punlic 


1} determination :to meet a crints hoa 


tare Beek 


perleneed ince 


the. War.— 
virales : 


| finnce of the Government.—Reuter, ; 


diverted ¢ 


STAL PACKA 


The Japannse advance o 
fighting has taken place at s 


66 


RED-SEIRT” | 


UN 


key Dec. 80, 
The menace to, the peace of 
the North-West. Eypntier Pro- 
vince appears.» to hage been re- 
moved, though {twas again 
considered .necodh to draft a 


renewal of last 


night's demonstrations and tho|: 


military were not called upon to 
take any action. ; 

One hundred and twenty of the 
Red-Shirts arrested last week at 
Kohat were released to-duy after 
apologising and promising to 
abstain from further disturbances, 

Thero is still some slight unrest, 
in the Khattak District where 
meetings were held- to-day -in de-! 


HOM RY | 


IN MISHAP. 


MOTOR-CAR SKIDS ON 
ICY ROAD. 


London, Dee. 30. 

The Home Seerctary; Sir Her: 
bert Samuel, who had been apending 
part of the recess at“Torquny, 
went by motor-car to visit Dart- 
moor Prison at Princetown to-tay, | 

The machine skidded jn the ice- 
bound moorland road and ran into 
a ditch, but fortunately Sir Herbort 
was not injured—British Wircleas, 


BRITISH TENNIS © 

TOURISTS 
STRONG TEAM FOR\TRE 
WEST INDIEB,. =.’ 
(Reuters Speclal Service). ”’ 
London, Dec. 30, 
Onc of the atrongest lawn tennis 
teams to leave England will sail on 


January 19th on o tour of the West 
Indica. ; 

The team will comprise tho 
following _iplayers:—Misa_. Batty 
Nuthall, Mrs. Whittingstall, F. J. 
Perry, G. P. Hughes, G. M. Leo 
and “H. K. Lester, - | 

The tour will be of six weeks, 
duration. . SEN a 


LATEST BOYCOTT 
“MOVE. 


BY CHINESE IN. Ax 
BRITISH COLON 

(Reater’s Special Service). 
Ree -Lendon, Dec. 30, 
“ A message’ from’ Portof Spain, 


Trinidad, statog' that, tho Chineso 
thore, | following. tHe ‘okample: of 


“-|thoff compatriots cleewhero, hayd 


‘decided to“boycott Japanese mor- 

chandiae. oe ut 

Aga result, it-Ja expected that 

trade oe eypunte wit J 
ne! 


arn | 


| 
| 
| 


+ Churia owin 


bell ay 


aL, 193 BEtA—+ 


battl afield. 


LEAGUE 


BOTH CHINESE and 


the attackers. 


The: Chinese re 
strongly 
despatch of. 


COMMISSION OF 


Paris, Dee. 330, 
A further hitch has arisen ovér 
the constitution of the League's 
Commission of Enquiry in Man- 
‘to the diMfculty-- of. 
findIng a Dritish member, the Earl 
of Lytton haying, apparently, de- 


(clined the offer to become, chair- 
Man. * 


All the other members are al- 
ready virtually appointed, although 
{t is now learned that the Ameri- 
can member will not be Mr. -Wal- 
ker Hines, but will probably b an 


TRAGIC AFFAIR IN 
SHANGHAL 


. BRITISH WOMAN 
FOUND DEAD. 


Pr) 


“(Our Own Correspondent). 


aE Shanghai, Dec. 81 

Mra. Maude Kornfelt, the 
British widow of a Norwegian 
ship's captain, was found dead in 


‘Ja boarding house at 21, Love 


Lane, at 10.80 yesterday mor- 
ning. lying face downwards on 
the floor. 

Near the body, on a table, was 
a water glass with white sediment 
in the bottom. : 

The houseboy,. when questioned 
by the police, said he saw his mis- 
tress place some pellets in a glass 
at 7 p.m..on Tucaday, when she 
complained of o headache and call- 
ed. him to Nght a coal stove. . He 
also noticed that a bottle had been 
thrown Into the fire, and, further. 
more, saw a. glass of beer near at 


. Huaband a Sulcide. 


+ Captain ‘Halling, tha owner . of 
the. boarding house, passed © Mrs. 


-}Kornfelt’s door at 8 o'clock yester- 
}day morning, and saw her lying 


an the flodr, The -body was found 


"0% PRA gNNOM 
BINGLE OFT 10, ORNTS 


GES. 


Om ee 


1 Chinchow is re poried to be proceeding rapidly, though heavy 
everal points. Our photo shows Japanese infantry on a Manchuria 


RAPID JAPANESE 
ADVANCE. 


CHINA AGITATING. FOR . 


ACTION. | 
- [Te OG: 


Japanese sources report a 


rapid advance by the Japanese troops towards 
Chinchow, and Kowpangtsze is said to have fallen to 


presentative in Paris is -agitating 
for League action.and for the hastening of the 
‘the Commission of Inquiry. It is stated, 
however, that the ‘British.Government is delaying. its 
completion, having failed-to appoint its 


member... _ 


INQUIRY 


Army general, whose name has not 
been mentioned, but is, not General 
Dawes, 


_, The ‘need for. sending. ont... the 
Commission as quickly as possible 
ia being urged by Mr. Hoo, who Is 
keeping in touch with M. Briand 
on the subject and recently made 
representations to the © French 
Foreign Miniater with reference to 
the delay in completing the’ per- 
sonnel, : 


No Reply From Britain. 


ft is understood that M, Briand 
ahares Mr. Hoo's view of the ur- 
gency of the matter, but he has 
pointed vut that nb reply has yet 
been received to the invitation to 
Great Britain to nominate a memh- 
ber. 

Mr. Hoo paid'a Inte cail to. the 
Quai D'Orsny to-day and saw Sig- 
nor Massigli, the head of .tho 
League of Nations Political Sec- 
tion, and, it is understood, asked 
that the League should take action 
in view of the recrudescene: of 
Japanese activities, 7 


Early Meeting Unltkely, 


This view was also expressed In 
a recent Note from Mr, s100 to 
M. Briand. 
circulated. to all! Members of the 
{League Council, but there seems 
Ino Hkelihood of a special meeting 
being called, for the present, at 
any rate. —Reuter, 


JAPANESE ADVANCE 
ON CHINCHOW. | 
CHINESE PROTEST TO 
THE LEAGUE. : 
-Geneva, Dec. 80.’ 
A Japanese Note to the League 


.| Secretariat announces the despatch 


of a Mixed Brigade from Korea to 
Manchuria, In 


A 
Rall 


tin hour later by the houscboy, inj. 


the gam position. The police were 


“|later called to the sceno. 


Mrs. Kornfelt’s’ husband —com- 
mitted ‘hutcide a year avd by jury 
dng from -his ship’ while in 
vostok.Hiirbour.” oe ne. 
.- Several months “ago, ‘Mra.-Korn- 
felt: was" denled ‘ontranés Into Ene 
Innd, and shq returned to Bhanchal 
aboard the N.Y.K.:.iner Torektini 
nl Iant_ Saturday, :: 


Indi | eke 


‘the Japan ; 
pede view. to 
groups. ball : 

1 Chinshov Re 


DELAY: ~~ 


The letter was later |: 


those: conc 


Diphtheria 
‘e Outbreak. 


Apparently’ ‘on 
‘the Wane. 


CARRIER DANGER 


“Iam not expecting any sen- 
ational collapse of the epidemte, 
but indications are that it Is abat- 
ing,” sald Dr. G. W. Pope, the 
Medical Officer of Health,  thia 
morning, in ‘reference to tne 
Uphtheria outbreak. 


Un to 10.30 this: morning no new 
case had been notified since last 
-vening. This suggests that the 
Medical Officer’a hopes, expressed 
yesterday, that by the end of the 
week, the epidemic will be definite 
ly on the wane, arc materialising, 


But. Dr. Pope emphasises, there 
must be no lessening of preeau- 
tions, ‘for the present danger ia 
that of human carriers, It is there- 
fore absolutely - cssentinl that . 
everybody should avoid crowds in 
congested atmospheres as much as 
possible, ’ ’ 


® 
The Medien! Officor cxpreased 
satisfaction ut the manner in which 
organisers of public tunctions have - 
responded to medical advice. and 
cancelled various functiong ar 
ranged in connexion with the New ° 
Year. 7 


Dr. Pope also referred. to the 
effect of the epidemic on tha move- 
ment of ships and said that 
diphtheria wag not regarded ag a 
quarantine disensa; therefore, it 
makes no difference to ithe froc- . 
dom of ships’ movement, | One 
likely thing was that through pas- 
Rengera, eithor to Shunghai or 

might. be examined by the 
atithorities upon arrival -at elther: 
of thése porta’ 8k! 

At noon ond 
been notified 
figures’ in 


connexion —— withe 


the ovitbreak show that up .to... 


this morning thero have been 99 
notifications during December, 73 
ince the 22nd of the month. There . 


-have---been ~~ three - fatalities; twor--" 


Chinese and one a little German 
boy, nyed 6, who died in the Kow- 
loon Hospital on Christmas Day. 


Tho latest functions cancelled in. 
consequence of ‘the outbreak cre 
the Now Year's Day carnival dance 
arranged by the Kowloon Dock 
Recreation Club,’ and the St. - 
George's Ball, which was to have 
been held on January 6th. 


REPARATIONS 
BUGBEAR, 


NO HOPE FOR FINAL 
SETTLEMENT. 


BRITAIN ACCEPTS 
- THIS VIEW. 


London, ‘Dec. 30. 


Conversations between British 
and French financial experts’ in- 
anticipation of the International 
Conference on Reparations ‘wil! 
shortly be resumed. : . 


They are boing directed to the . 
narrowing down of the margin of - 
difference between the British: and 
French. theses on the various’ out-. 
standing questions, and it is h 
that a conalderable measur . of 
common policy will emerge for sub- 
mission’ to their Governments 
before the Conference axsernbles. 

It. is recognised that the 
present circumstances are uns |. 


: Tt Ja pores Noweret a 
emporary nrrangoment.dn Yopara 
iton-ninymonts that will, thde-o 
the’ crisis fn Germany, “will.b 
reached’ at ‘tha. Conference... The 
British. Government. has takén in- 
itlative ‘ar. as suggesting «to 


